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SHOT BLOCKED
Senior Roby Clyde
gets trapped between
two opponents during
last week’s game versus Alaska Fairbanks.
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White washed

BY CHANÉT STEVENSON

Staff Reporter

The recent snowstorm that hit Ellensburg has been labeled the worst winter
storm of the year. With more than eight
inches of snow on the ground, and possibly more to come, Central Washington
University maintenance crews have been
working overtime to maintain a safe and
accessible campus.
“Our people here know their route,
their jobs, and what to do,” said Robert
Paul, facilities machinery mechanic.
With a constant change in weather
conditions, maintenance crews must be
prepared to handle issues as soon as they
are detected. To do so, night shift campus
police ofﬁcers ﬁrst check for snow and ice
around areas on campus.
If any are found, they then notify the
boiler room, which then contacts the facilities management ofﬁce. From there
maintenance trucks and crews are sent out
to address issues.
While maintenance crews normally begin the work day at 6 a.m., the recent snow
and ice conditions have instead required
them to begin as early as 2 a.m., laying
down salt and sand along pathways and
parking lots before students and faculty
arrive for school.
Paul, who has worked as a machinery
mechanic for 12 years at Central, said
that each maintenance truck has an assigned driver, as well as an assigned route
to ensure that each area of campus is attended to. Snow plows are used to remove
as much snow as possible. Salt is then laid
down to melt any remaining ice, and in
sensitive areas with plants, sand is used instead of salt since it is less erosive.
“We do the best we can with what resources we have,” Paul said.
A hand shoveling crew, consisting of
eight people, also assists in clearing away

snow from areas frequented by pedestrians. This includes shoveling snow six feet
away from the doors of the Student Union
and Recration Center (SURC) so that
tractors will have enough room to drop
blades. The crew also works to clear away
snow and ice from handicap ramps, which
is top priority.
“The snow impacts everybody and
their job,” said John Storlie, facilities
transportation supervisor.
Storlie, who has worked for Central for
23 years, explained that it is of upmost
importance to make sure that each student and faculty member, especially those
with disabilities, are able get to and from
their classes and jobs safely. Though some
classes may get canceled during harsh
weather conditions, the campus as a whole
will remain open so long as maintenance
crews are able to maintain safe conditions
around campus.
It has been 16 years since Central last
declared a snow day. In 1996, the campus
was buried in over 18 inches of snow after
a snowstorm hit the Ellensburg area. With
the overwhelming amounts of snow and
ice that covered the campus and its surrounding areas, the campus was forced to
close down for the safety of both students
and faculty.
While campus maintenance crews work
to maintain a safe and accessible campus,
students can also report any concerns or
issues that they ﬁnd around campus. People with disabilities can also request assistance for getting around campus, such as
calling to ensure that a particular pathway
gets completely cleared. To report any issue, call 509-963-3000 to receive immediate assistance. This phone number can
be called anytime, day or night, and calls
will be directed to the appropriate department.
“If it wasn’t for the students, we
wouldn’t have a job,” said Storlie.
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SNOW BLOWS (Above) Snow attacks Ellensburg last week. (Below) A member of the facili-

ties crew plows snow in the Bouillon Hall parking lot. (Bottom left) Students brave the Walnut mall.

Stay safe this winter
BY KARINA CALDERON

Staff Reporter

With all the late winter snow that Ellensburg has received in the past two
weeks, many of people have mixed emotions about it. Some love it, some despise
it, some don’t care, and some just don’t
know what to do when it snows. Here are
some tips to staying safe and warm this
winter season provided by Corporal Andrew Bayne of the Central Washington
University Department of Public Safety,
Washington State Department of Transportation (WDSOT), and Ellensburg Public Works.
How can students stay safe?
“Wear a coat, be smart, and don’t wear
ﬂip ﬂops in the snow,” Bayne said.
Make sure to have proper tires and if
you have studded tires, use them. If you
have to travel a long distance weigh your
options. Charter busses that take people
across mountain passes and the Central
Transit travels to the campus and around
town (schedule and map online), and if
you just can’t drive, then don’t.
What if we have a car?
There is no reason to be in a hurry,
so just drive carefully and slowly. Parking lots on campus are always plowed, so
parking on campus would be a great option. However, if you don’t have a parking
pass, scope out where to park, because you
don’t want to be stuck due to the snow being plowed off to the side of the road. If
your car happens to get buried in snow, it
is helpful to have a shovel in your car. According to Ellensburg City Code two provisions “may result in a car being towed
from the public right of way: City Coed
8.12.04 provides that no vehicle shall park
on any street for a period longer than 24

hours; and City Code 8.26.04 (J) authorizes the signing of streets for snow removal
and other street maintenance purposes.
During periods of snowfall, owners need
to be especially aware of these provisions
and remove their vehicle if it has been
parked for extended period of time on the
street. The cost of towing is the responsibility of the vehicle owner.”
What should we keep in our cars?
According to the WSDOT website, it
is always smart to keep a basic survival kit
in your vehicle which consist of: ﬂashlight,
batteries, blanket, snacks, water, gloves,
boots, and a ﬁrst-aid kit. If you are traveling in town, a long distance, or across the
mountain passes, you should always load
your vehicle with: tire chains, ice scraper/
snow brush, jumper cables, road ﬂares.
What if you are new to Ellensburg
and have never experienced winter
weather such as we have experienced this year?
Do research. According to Bayne, if
you are new to Central and Ellensburg do
research of the town and how snow conditions are handled. For many, this is the ﬁrst
time that students are away from home so
it is a learning experience.
For those who don’t know, “snow removal and street safety beings when the
streets are icy or snow has accumulated to
one inch and is still snowing,” according
to Ellensburg Public Works. “When snow
exceeds four inches in depth and it is still
snowing with additional snow forecast,
plowing beings.”
Corporal Bayne’s overall message was
simple.
“Plan ahead and be prepared,” he said.
Winter on the eastside of the mountains always keeps us on our toes and we
must be ready for whatever mother nature
has in store for us.
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S&A splits over funding request
BY JEANETTE GENSON

Staff Reporter

At the Jan. 25 Services and Activities
Committee (S&A) meeting, tension rose
to a new level when guidelines involving
funding were not strictly followed.
The ﬁrst issue rose when Allyson Mundy, vice president of Student Academic
Senate (SAS), stood in front of the committee to request funds for various expenses.
Part of the SAS request was for $100
tuition waivers for spring quarter as an
incentive for senators to encourage full
participation. According to Mundy’s presentation, the workload that is required for
SAS is that of a full-time job.
Some committee members did not
agree with this part of the request. Scott
Robinson, theatre department chair and
advisor, disagreed with the request and
said that if a student is receiving ﬁnancial
compensation such as a scholarship or a
tuition waiver, it must be given as a gift,
and it cannot be contingent on how much
work they do.
A few minutes into the questions section of Mundy’s presentation, the topic
of tangible items came up and almost everyone involved in the discussion became
completely sidetracked.
“Any future comments concerning
tangible items should be left in like outside committee stuff because this is ridiculous,” Brad Nelson, S&A committee
member said.
The next presentation came from Gary

Weidenaar, director of Chorale studies.
He requested $1,135 to take the women’s
choir to perform at the Washington Music
Educators Association Conference.
Weidenaar is managing 200 choir students with just $2,000 of funding from the
school, a difﬁcult feat that was greatly respected by the committee members.
Weidenaar has to teach and direct with
just $10 per student. He had a trouble
ﬁnding the words to explain the trouble.
“That’s the price of a meal at Burger
King, it’s uh…it’s absurd,” Weidenaar
said.
Then the entire meeting took a turn;
the next topic on
the agenda was reS&A meetings are
view of changes to
streamed online at:
S&A guidelines
http://www.cwu.
Paul Stayback,
executive
edu/~its/streaming/ BOD
vice president and
S&A
committee
chair, informed the members that a group
had requested to present the following
week, Feb. 1 for money to pay for a trip.
Many of the details were vague.
The group would be taking the trip in
question on Feb. 8, which, if the guidelines
were strictly followed, would be the day
that the vote would take place.
The main problem is that the committee had cleared its agenda of funding requests for Feb. 1 in order to meet
with deans of colleges on campus. This
means that the soonest the committee
would be able to hear this groups funding request would be the Feb. 8 meeting.

The committee has a policy for late requests, and it states that the request should
be heard if the club could not turn in the
paperwork on time due to unforeseen circumstances.
An old issue was then brought up having to do with the last time the committee
expedited the funding request process. It
was for the men’s rugby team, the team
could not ask for the funding ahead of
time because they played well enough to
get into a tournament.
Committee members “had a long discussion about this and eventually the majority of the committee said that it was
ok to expedite the process,” said Dustin
Waddle-Ford, junior political science.
“But I think me and Mr. Leatherman both
shared the same concern that this was an
event which they knew, to the best of our
knowledge, they knew they were going to
attend and they just ﬂat out didn’t follow
any guidelines or any process in doing
anything.”
Tempers ﬂared during the meeting
when this topic was discussed, and the
committee seemed to be split right down
the middle.
The ﬁnal decision is that the committee will hear the groups funding request on
Feb. 1.
As an effort to avoid future disputes,
a few committee members have taken it
upon themselves to make a condensed
guideline sheet for groups that want to requests funds from now on.
The goal for this project “is streamlining the process; having guidelines to

Services and Activities Committee
This story is on-going. There
will be an update in next week’s
paper.

Students can find budget
request forms and templates
for funding requests as well
as travel authorization forms,
expense vouchers and mileage
logs on the S&A committee’s
web page:
http://www.cwu.edu/~sanda/

make sure that when people want to ask
for money they know exactly the steps
they need to take in order to, ya know, be
heard in front of the committee, have an
effective presentation, so on and so forth,”
Waddle-Ford said.
Guidelines such as these do exist today,
but they are muddled throughout 15 pages
of other rules that cover much more than
presentation information.
“Make [the rules] more accessible,
because that’s what student government
should be,” Waddle-Ford said.

SAS, Activism discussed by BOD
student can present themselves before the
Equity and Services Council to request
funds for academic, professional development or network enriching purposes.
The new laws state that all requests for
funds over $250 will be decided upon by
the board one week after the funds proposal, and all requests $250 and under
will be decided upon immediately by the
board.

BY JUSTIN RUHE

Staff Reporter

The Associated Students of Central
Washington University Board of Directors (ASCWU-BOD) met on Jan. 24 and
discussed several issues including campus club standings,
new bylaws, and the
upcoming Student
Academic
Senate
Student Academic Senate
(SAS) meeting.
Currently,
28
The upcoming SAS meeting was disclubs are in good cussed as well at the meeting. SAS meets
standing and 92 are the ﬁrst and third Thursday of each
in bad standing with month.
Representatives from many of the
ALLYSON MUNDY the Club Senate.
The main reason academic departments on campus meet
VP Academic Affairs
for the high number to discuss allocation of funds, solutions to
of clubs in bad standing is a failure to turn problems that departments might be facin an updated roster at the beginning of ing, and also upcoming events and ideas.
every quarter.
There is usually one student representa“People don’t realize,” said Maylin Se- tive for each department, known as the
villa, vice president for clubs and organi- department senator.
zations. “They don’t read the small print.”
Despite representing most majors on
Clubs are recampus, SAS is not
quired to be famila well known reiar with the club
source for many stuMy
goal
for
this
year
is
handbook that can
dents. Students are
one hundred percent of the able to meet with
be found online.
It has all the
departments to be repre- their department
rules and bylaws
senators and submit
sented, so every department a four-page packet
that clubs are required to adhere
to request any sort
is able to have a voice.
to in order to be in
of fund that would
good standing. Sevbehoove them or
eral new clubs were
their department.
-Allyson Mundy
inducted during the
Examples
of
VP of Academic Affairs
meeting, including
different funding
religious, political
by SAS would inand professional declude student travvelopment clubs.
els, guest speakers, putting on events,
The BOD also agreed on new bylaws and much more. After the experience
for the Equity and Service Council. Any has been funded, students are required

“

“

to report back to the executive board on
how the student or department beneﬁtted
from the experience. A single department
can request up to $4,000 of the SAS budget.
SAS has been around for four years.
Although there are a total of 38 departments, this is the highest year for representation with 28 departments having senators.
“My goal for this year is 100 percent
of the departments to be represented, so
every department is able to have a voice,”
said Allyson Mundy, vice president of Academic Affairs, and SAS chair.
By becoming involved in SAS, students
have the chance to have their voices heard
by department heads and can request
money.
This is the ﬁrst year that SAS has focused heavily on publicity, designing posters, which will have each department senator’s information easily available. SAS is
working on a website which will also have
senator and SAS information, and readying a leadership workshop for senators,
scheduled for February.
SAS meetings are open to the public.
One completed quarter of a declared major and good academic standing are the
only requirements needed to apply for a
senator position.
SAS is a way for students to become involved with the campus community, build
strong connections, and gain leadership
abilities.
Several departments that are still without representation include English, Economics, Aerospace Studies, Geology, and
others, so there is still an opportunity to
get involved and represent your department.
Campus Activism
On Feb. 20, Mike Merz and many

other Central students will be heading to
Olympia for Lobby Day, a day on which
students from colleges all over Washington
can go to lobby their state representatives.
The legislature has continually asked
Central’s board of directors to bring more
students to explain
what is happening on
campus and the hardships that students are
facing with tuition
increases. The main
focus on lobby day for
Mike Merz are tuition
and funding.
For
universities,
shared student governance, and a veteran
MIKE MERZ
bill that will provide
VP Legislative Affairs
housing money for out
of state student veterans.
“Our goal is to take 400 students to
Olympia to help explain to legislators how
funding cuts and tuition increases affect
us,” Merz said.
Political activism events are scheduled
for later this year, including a program
scheduled for spring quarter called “Register, Educate, Vote.”
The program’s focus will not just be
to get people to vote, but to educate them
on the different issues and politicians that
they are voting on.
Students can get more involved politically by going to Lobby Day and becoming part of the Washington Student’s Association.
There’s a lot happening on campus
right now and even more happening with
the ASCWU-BOD. The BOD met again
on Jan. 31.
The next meeting is scheduled for Feb.
7 at 9 a.m. in the Student Union and Recreation Center (SURC) pit.
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Creative fundraising
Clubs think outside the box to earn money
BY ALEA THORNE

Staff Reporter

Clubs on campus have been taking a
step further than usual to gain ﬁnances for
activities and events.
Instead of the usual bake sale that
teams put on to fundraise for trips, speakers, or expenses, some clubs have discovered a new way to raise money.
The Exercise Science Club will be
holding a Dunk Ball Event. The teams
will be three-on-three, and the top three
participants will be awarded prizes.
The event raises money for traveling
to two conferences: Northwest American
College of Sports Medicine (ACSM) and
the National ACSM. This event is on Feb.
24 in the Field House.
On May 19, the Exercise Science Club
will also host the ninth annual Fun Run.
Half of the proceeds from this event will
go to charity.
At the last Fun Run, the Exercise Science Club earned $3,000.
“This gives us a chance to give back
to our community too,” said Charilaos
Papadopoulos, exercise science professor.
“With this run we are able to earn as well
as give.”
The Bowling Club also participated in
a unique fundraiser this year.
On Jan. 21, the Bowling Club decided
to shovel sidewalks and driveways due
to the massive amount of snow fall. For
about six hours, six team members were

18

BUFFET

th reet

st
deli

Delicious Chinese Buffet

5 or mo
re stud
ents co
togeth
m e in
er & th
e d r iv e
r
gets
half pr
ic e

now g
in
c
c
a ept

WEEKLY

GROCERY
SPECIALS

DELICIOUS
ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT

CHINESE BUFFET
509.962.2600
A -9:30PM
MON-THUR 11AM
506 S. MAIN ST. UNIT 1
FRI-SAT 11AM-10PM
ELLENSBURG, WA 98926
SUNDAY 11AM-9:30PM

JUST NORTH OF CAMPUS

ON THE CORNER OF

18TH & WALNUT
WEEKLY DRAWINGS
HELD THROUGH
WINTER QUARTER

WIN A

COORS LIGHT

KEG- A QUE

WE HAVE 1ST & 2ND PLACE PRIZES TOO

!"#$%&%'(;#<=><<#%0?1"$@,"$
!"##$234546256678)"%&'()*$69:7
234546256678)
69:7

ADVERTISE
TODAY!

CALL:

(509)963-1026
OR EMAIL:

out shoveling between 30-40 homes for
donations.
“The city had gone around and told
everyone they needed to have the snow
cleared,” said Dustin Nakamachi, senior
actuary science. “So we thought it would
make it a lot easier for people if we did it.
Many people don’t have the time or equipment or time to shovel snow but we do.”
Not only has the Bowling Club been
shoveling snow to raise money, but they
also have been selling Otis Spunkmeyer
cookie dough to cut costs for bowling tournaments.
“Elementary schools sell them often
and everyone likes cookie dough,” Nakamachi said. “So we are able to make a
small proﬁt.”
The a capella vocal group Nada Cantata is not ofﬁcially recognized as a club at
Central yet.
This means that the group has to raise
all their ﬁnances themselves. During their
fall concert, they asked for donations from
the audience to help with their trip to Salem to perform with Headband, the a capella group at Willamette University. They
were able to raise $100.
The group also went around to local
businesses in Ellensburg and asked for donations. They received food from the food
bank, one of organizations they visited.
“It’s amazing how many people are
willing to help,” said Madison Kuntz,
sophomore education. “Every little bit
helps.”
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§ A person called to report
that their neighbor was running a
snowblower late into the night and
then again in the morning before
8 a.m.
§ A person called to ﬁnd out if
it was legal to set up camp near the
railroad tracks.
§ A person called to report that
a person said they were a representative from the Bureau of Crime
Investigation and if she paid them
they would not arrest her.
§ A person called to report that
they believed someone was standing in the shadows and throwing things at cars and setting the
alarms off.
§ A friendly Rottweiler reportedly had a broken foot on East
Helena Avenue.
§ A possible water main break
was reported on North Lewis
Street.
§ A person reportedly called
with questions about shooting coyotes on their friends property.
§ A person called to report that

they have an ongoing problem
with a woman walking by their
residence yelling and making obscene gestures.
§ A person called to report that
their snowmobile was stuck and
that he had been separated from
his partner.
§ A door handle was reportedly
stolen from the front entrance of
a building on North Alder Street.
§ A pickup truck with a camper
was reportedly parked in front of a
business on ﬁrst street and causing
problems for the snow plow.
§ Two cars reportedly were
involved in a collision on State
Route 970.
§ A customer was reportedly
drunk inside of a business on Walnut Street when the reporting party tried to remove the drink they
became upset.
§ A pickup truck with a camper
was reportedly parked in front of a
business on ﬁrst street and causing
problems for the snow plow.
§ A person reported that when
they came to work to open a business on First Street the doors were
open.
§ A person reported that they
just moved here than that people have been harassing them on
Facebook and spreading rumors.
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Editor-in-Chief//Katharine Lotze
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Sweatiquette
Minding your manners at the gym
BY MICHAEL HARRISON

Photo Editor

Everyone knows about dinner etiquette:
no elbows on the table, don’t slurp, don’t
burp and always thank the host.
But what about gym etiquette?
Many people don’t realize a little common courtesy and some common sense
goes a long way while working out.
Take for instance the dress code. Central’s Recreation Center doesn’t have a
strict dress code, however, there are a few
unspoken rules of what not to wear while
pumping iron.
One article of clothing that falls into
the “questionable” category for both men
and women is the infamous cutoff. Cutoffs
for the men are acceptable until they start
showing nipple.
If a guy cuts his shirt enough to show
one or both nipples while walking from machine to machine or during an exercise, it’s
time to consider throwing it away. Go grab
some cheap plain Hanes shirts and throw
them away when they get too sweaty. No
one cares to read the scripture anyone has
tattooed on your ribs. There is a time and
a place to show-off tattoos, and the gym is
not one of those times. For women’s cutoffs,
it’s simple: no one cares what color a girl’s
sports bra is.
Men that wear the tightest possible Under Armour is another issue. If you want to
show off your muscles or tattoos, go take a
picture and post it on Facebook.
Also, what is the point of wearing a hat?
Does anyone need to keep the sun out of

their eyes while they bench?
Chinstraps. Enough said.
As for hair and make-up: you’re at thegym to get in shape, so who cares what you
look like while you’re doing it? This goes
for girls or guys that are ﬁxing and gelling
their hair before they step on the elliptical
or do bicep-curls for an hour. To the girls
that wear their hair down, save it for Club
301, because no one is looking at the gym.
We are at the gym to work out: we sweat,
we smell bad, and there’s no need to cover
it up with half a bottle of AXE or perfume.
As for working out, there are a few activities that can either wait until after or be
completely avoided at the gym. A girlfriend,
boyfriend or friend can wait to talk when
someone is done lifting weights or jogging
on the treadmill. There is no need to make
a call on the elliptical or text with your head
down as you walk from one machine to another.
Four girls walking shoulder-to-shoulder
on the track is just plain annoying. Get out
of everyone’s way if there is an important
conversation to be had at the gym.
Working out the same muscles every day
does not help you pick up chicks. This is
some times called “having chicken-legs” or
looking like a top.
Is there a necessity for a milk jug full of
water? Is there a need to get water as soon
as you can? Can you not afford a water
bottle?
You should always wipe your sweat off
the machine when you’re done. And be a
gentleman: re-rack the weights for the girl
who wants to use the machine after you.

Cover up in
the locker room. No
man wants to see another man’s testicles or
buttocks as they sit in the
sauna or walk-around the
locker room.
Wash
your
gym
clothes every once in a
while.
If

anyone
can
smell the clothes
from the opposite
end of the locker
room, take them
home and wash
them. To the guy
whistling next to
me in the shower,
that’s
creepy.
Whistle elsewhere.

Editor’s Note: Everyone is guilty of one
thing or another and
I am no exception. I
bring a shaker bottle
to the gym, I have
worn a cut-off and
I’ve texted at the
gym.

Protein
shakes
can wait. Big headphones
look dumb. Grunting is not necessary most
of the time.
Please, when at the gym, just work
out. You can do everything else at
home.

I don’t learn like you, but you can learn like me too
Teach me, but it’s my way or the highway
syllabus always has that section that tells ing, to be a professor and start randomly function throughout their ﬁrst quarter.
me my professor is required to accommo- getting some student’s thoughts sent to
It would start out all enthusiastic and
date me.
you each day.
just slowly devolve into lunatic ravings like
Maybe I require certain speciﬁc teachIt sounds like false advertising to me. I crazy people mentally clawing at the walls.
ing methods.
can see the complaints already.
“Day 37 of captivity: It’s so much
I can only engage in the reading if it is
“I thought it was like a diary!”
worse than I thought…We lost Jimmy toin the form of song, or maybe I am only
It’d be fun to get a bunch of freshmen day. I think it was dysentery. Amber passed
capable of understanding your lecture if to chronicle their thoughts in the
out from boredom. They had to drag
it comes in the form of a series of limher out the back of the classroom. I saw
journal
ericks.
her face when they pulled her past me.
I wonder if
Her eyes were completely glazed over.
anyone’s ever
Her iPhone battery had died and she’d
claimed
passed out immediately.”
something
I wonder if students can get any sort
like that.
of post traumatic stress from
I think
classes.
they’d
None of my classes are
have to
that bad of course (if you’re
be my
reading this, professor, you’re
hero.
the best, but only if you’re
I’m
reading).
s u r e
Just kidding, professors in
somethe philosophy department
one has,
are cool.
though.
Sometimes, though, I wish
People do
I had some better examples to quantify
some weird
certain abstract ideas. I just need that little
CK .US
A
H
stuff.
extra explanation. It’s like, “I see how this
S
E
G
OF IMA
RTESY
I have a class that
relates to the modern world, but can you
U
O
C
PHOTO
requires me to use Blackboard a
explain it with dinosaurs? This explanafew times each week. I’m not going
tion needs more dinosaurs.”
to get too into Blackboard here—that’s an
issue for its own column.
But anyways, Blackboard has a journal function on it. It’s a way for students
to communicate with the professor about
The Observer welcomes brief letters of 300 words or less from readers on current issues.
the class. We use it in one of my classes as
a way to respond to the readings before Please include your full name and university affiliation: year and major, degree and year
graduated, or staff position and department. To be printed in the following week’s issue,
each class.
I can’t help but wonder, though, if any- please e-mail your letters to cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com by 5 p.m. Sunday. The
one’s ever thought it was like an actual Observer reserves the right to reject or edited for style and length. All letters become
journal function. That’d be pretty interest- property of The Observer. Anonymous letters will not be considered.

“

This explanation
needs more dinosaurs.

Dear Readers,

“

I’ve been thinking
about different learning techniques lately.
Some people learn
best when they have
something to look
at. Others learn best
when they can interact with the material.
I don’t know what
my particular learning style is, but I know
WES MORROW
there are some things
News Editor
I like to see in class
and others that I don’t.
For instance, I really like to engage in
the material. I really enjoy seminar classes
where there’s quite a bit of discussion of
the reading material.
That may be my inner philosophy major coming through. Philosophy is just
exponentially more fun when you get to
discuss it with other people.
Maybe that’s why Leibniz didn’t publish his response to Locke’s Essay. Locke
died and Leibniz was probably just like,
“Screw it, no use talking to a dead guy.”
Plus, people probably thought he
was crazy enough as it was. That’s right,
monads, I’m looking at you.
But reading through these two guys’
writings, I’ve felt a particular need for different kinds of academic teaching methods.
Sometimes, reading it just isn’t enough.
Sometimes I need examples, and those examples may have to go a bit beyond the
mundane.
Like, “I think I know what he’s saying,
but can you sing it to me in a song?”
I wonder if that would count as a legitimate petition to disability services. Every
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Boom crashed onto stage
BY Kyle pennington
Staff Reporter

A

surge of energy, originality, and comedy hit the stage like a
According to Polsin the difficulties of putting on the play
comet on Jan. 27 in the tower theater of McConnell when
change from day to day. One of the hardest points of putting on
“Boom” exploded on stage. It is a play about the end of the the play that the crew had was money.
world completely run and directed by Central students.
“All these designs but no money,” Polsin said.
This isn’t the first play that Patrick Polsin, the director
From the two theater clubs on campus and the Ellensburg Art
of “Boom” has directed. At the one act
Commission, they raised enough money to put on this
festival he directed Over the River and, in
play. Originally, they needed a minimum of $2,000 dolHow one person prepares lars to put on the play, but after receiving all the fund
the fall, he was also the assistant director
of Reigen.
and one person deals with raising, they received over $3,000 in revenue.
After Polsin got the script, he gave it
“The technical team put their hearts, blood, everyit, with mixed commentary
to Drew Carter, the lighting designer, to
thing,
into the play,” Trask said.
from a third party.
read.
The technology of the play was very well done and
-PATRICK POLSIN
“He couldn’t stop laughing,” Polsin said.
included mainly strobe lights and fog effects, but also
Director of Boom
He also gave the script to MacKenzie
incorporated many other things such as the stage
Otnes, the scenic designer, who also
falling apart after the comet hit which were done very
laughed at the script.
well. Production effects aside, the actors work hard
Polsin, felt successful about his other directing experiences,
too.
then decided to put on “Boom.”
“We had twelve-hour Saturdays,” Bohannon said. “One day off
The story takes place in a small room designed to be a bomb
in three weeks.”
shelter and it deals with the end of the world after a comet strikes
Because of the short time span, everyone working on the play
the earth.
worked very long hours all week long to make sure the play was
“How one person prepares and one person deals with it, with
ready in time. The amount of hard work each member of the
mixed commentary from a third party,” Polsin said.
team put in showed during the performance.
The two characters, Jules, played by Ryan Bohannon and Jo,
The costumes were very funny, with Trask wearing a miniskirt
played by Chauncey Trask, can’t stand each other but they are the and a bright red sweater, Bohannon wearing a dress shirt and
only human beings left in the world.
brown slacks, and Barbara wearing a black suit. During the secBarbara, who is played by Skye Stephenson, oversees the
ond part of the play, the costumes changed to each person wearwhole story happening between Jules and Jo, and ocing ripped clothes.
casionally interjects her own commentary.
“We participated in the ripping clothes for the second part,”
“It questions a lot of touchy subBohannon said.
jects,” Bohannon said.
Each of the actors said they enjoyed working with each other.
Stephenson called the
“Being with such a small cast is like a community,” Trask said.
play genius and
Throughout the collaboration of many students, “Boom”
said it is classic
proved to be a huge success, not just for the actors and director,
American thebut for everyone who worked on the play through the hundreds
ater.
and hundreds of hours of hard work according to Stephenson.

“

“
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Chinese Lunar New Year of the dragon returns
Asian Fusion food, crafts and entertainment fill the SURC Ballroom
red table cloths, and containing a red bag
at every place setting, which will bring the
recipient joy and prosperity.
The Central Washington University
There were decorations that came diDiversity Education Center hosted its rectly from China, such as the lanterns
third annual Lunar New Year, with 2012 that were placed throughout the room.
marking the celebration of the Year of the However, the best decoration of the night
Dragon. The event included crafts, a full was the assortment of all different types
Asian Fusion buffet, and entertainment.
and ages of people, coming together to
The Lunar New Year is the biggest celebrate.
holiday celebrated by the Chinese, and its
Rachel Echeverria, senior political scipopularity is comparable to that of Christ- ence, a newcomer, raved about the event.
mas in the United States. Leah Shelton, Echeverria wanted to see what all the fuss
interim director of the Diversity Edu- was about. She had never really participatcation Center gave a clue as to just how ed in anything quite like it before and said
popular this celebration really is.
it was interesting to see and learn about
“One billion people celebrate this holi- a different culture. Echeverria particularly
day around the world and we wanted to enjoyed the activity booth that told your
be representative of that global society,” fortune and what animal corresponded
Shelton said.
with her birth year.
With a sold-out
“I was a monkey,”
crowd, the room
One billion people celebrate Echeverria said.
was
practically
Once the guests
buzzing with ex- this holiday around the world were seated at their
citement. Those and we wanted to be representa- tables there was an
who attended had tive of that global society
introduction to the
the
opportunity
Lunar New Year and
to visit the various
a brief history of the
-Leah Shelton
activity
stations,
background.
The
which
included
Interim Director of the Diversity Education Center
origin of the Luna
crafts such as face
New Years goes back
painting, coloring
4,000 years, and peodragon crowns, dumpling making, Chi- ple still proudly display its history.
nese calligraphy, a gaming table and forGuests enjoyed musical performances
tune telling.
by Central’s own students, and then it was
The Student Union and Recreation time to eat.
Center (SURC) Ballroom was very decoGuests were treated to a delicious bufrative, housing many tables with brilliant fet in honor of the celebration. Even the

BY CHLOE RAMBERG

Staff Reporter

“

“

PEI-JIE CHI/OBSERVER

CELEBRATE A sea of red lined the SURC Ballroom as the Diversity Education
Center brought in the Lunar New Year.

food had signiﬁcance within the Lunar
New Year. The items served consisted of
ﬁsh, which are considered lucky creatures,
rice, vegetables, dumplings, and also noodles, which represent long life.
Those in attendance were also encouraged to slurp the noodles instead of chewing them, which supposedly saves them
from a year of bad luck.
The crowd was entertained by an impressive Chinese gymnast and a Tai Chi
demonstration by Central faculty and
staff members. However, the South Se-

Masculinity sparks discussion

T H E
S C O O p

Brett McKay attempts to break down the man
They didn’t discuss what he thought
were real issues of importance, instead
they focused on the superﬁciality of maleManliness and masculinity are on the ness such as abdominal workouts and taitip of our collective cultural tongues. The lored suits.
The next part of the talk was about the
gender issue pendulum has been swinging back and forth, as it does, and now history of masculinity and how men have
the question of what it means to be a man seen themselves through the ages. McKay
“these days” seems to be bubbling up to took time to set the stage here and shared
his knowledge of manhood with the audithe surface.
ence.
Films like Fight Club, and to a lesser
Highlights included a brief discussion
extent, The Hangover, have been raking
of the slave trade and how men acquired
in the cash, showstatus by owning
casing
modern
land and laborers,
man’s conﬂict with
and some bizarre
I
didn’t
find
[men’s
magahis gender identity.
zines] useful or uplifting or coming-of-age rituMANuary, put
als like cliff jumping
edifying as a man.
on by the Center
and being bitten by
for Student Empoisonous ants.
powerment, was all
McKay then ex-Brett McKay
about this conﬂict.
plained
a few steps
Speaker
The events culmimodern men should
nated with Brett
take to deﬁne their
McKay’s presentamanliness. Rites of passage, according to
tion on Jan. 24 called “The Art of ManMcKay, have lost their signiﬁcance in conliness,” based on his popular blog of the
temporary America, and he suggests that
same name.
all men seek some kind of meaning outAccording to the Center for Student
side their comfort zone.
Empowerment, McKay’s blog was the in“I think the rite of passage [step] was
spiration for the month-long event.
really cool for me,” said Makaiya Sim“The Art of Manliness” broke down
mons, sophomore public relations.
into four areas of discussion, beginning
Undeclared sophomore Allen Wilson
with a quick introduction by the speaker.
related to the rite of passage piece as well.
McKay described beginning his blog while
“I’ve been on a mission trip myself
in law school. As a young professional, he
through a Christian church,” Wilson said.
remembered reading men’s magazines
“We just went down to Tennessee and built
like GQ and feeling let down.
houses for poor people. We worked with
“I didn’t ﬁnd [men’s magazines] useful
tools, which felt manly at the time, but it
or uplifting or edifying as a man,” McKay
was also about helping people out that were
said.

BY GUY HOLLIDAY

Staff Reporter

“

“

attle’s Lieu Quan Lion Dance Team had
unfortunately been delayed at Snoqualmie
Pass.
Many people from all different walks of
life came together to celebrate this event,
and that was the main goal of the Diversity Education Center. Michael McGarity,
junior psychology, is a student programmer for the Diversity Center, and was very
proud of the event.
“We are hoping to bring fun and enjoyment, and also looking to educate,” McGarity said.

feb. 2

feb. 2

OPEN MIC

GROUND HOG DAY
BUDDY RUN
5K/10K
2- 4:30 P.M.
$10 PER TEAM
REC CENTER

RAW SPACE
7 P.M.
FREE

COREY SMITH/OBSERVER

MANLY Brett McKay spoke Jan. 24
discussing “The Art of Manliness”.

less fortunate and doing stuff for others.”
There is a good message at the heart of
it all, which McKay got to shortly before
the Q&A session at the end. Being a man
is about contributing more to society than
consuming it.
Being a man is about cultivating virtues
like honesty, courage, and temperance.
Modern media tends to glorify virtues like
these, especially in period ﬁlms about war,
but McKay thinks these assets should be
like tools in our social toolboxes. Being a
man is about leaving a worthwhile legacy.
McKay has a point, encouraging peers
to be honest and forthright does feel a little
manlier than growing the newest, coolest
kind of mustache.

feb. 3-

feb. 4

VIDEO GAME DAY
24 HR LAN PARTY
TUNSTALL
COMMONS
1 P.M.
$10 GENERAL

“THE LIGHTS

feb. 3
DAN TAYLOR TRIO
RAW SPACE
6 P.M.
FREE

FANTASTIQ”
BAR NOIR
GALLERY ONE
9 P.M.

feb. 4
ROBBIE WALDEN &
GUNSLINGERS
THE BRICK SALOON
ROSLYN
9 P.M.

feb. 7

feb. 10

THE CHILL
@
RAW SPACE
9 P.M.
FREE

SINDICATE
@
RAW SPACE
9 P.M.
$5
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Walk a mile in my shoes

A gallery of Smithsonian proportions comes to Central to de“feet” students’ boredom
BY Preston prendergast

Staff Reporter

Saturday, Jan. 28 marked the opening of Journey Stories, a Smithsonian exhibition, and
the In my Shoes exhibit at
the Museum of Culture
and Environment in
Dean Hall. The
exhibit
offers
plenty for those
with a curious
pallet.
Interactive

exhibits,artifacts,
and information help
paint a picture about the
journeys that people have taken
since the beginning of America. The
beginning of the exhibit starts with the
first colonists settling the East Coast in the area
that became the original 13 colonies of America. Pictures, information, and a really old pack of cards help
to tell the hardships that these early immigrants faced to
cross the Atlantic Ocean.
The stories of the Native Americans, along with slaves,
are told as the hard truths of a dark side of American history is revealed.
“It brings up a lot of good points and perspectives,”
said Heather Hansen, junior anthropology and museum
studies. “Many museums just focus on one perspectives of
history, but here they focus on different perspective and

view points.”
The second exhibit details the adventures and conflicts as the American colonies expand and begin moving
further in-land. The Civil War, Mexican-American War
and the Underground Railroad were some of the
massive journeys that people undertook
as America began to transform
into what it is today. It came
at the cost of displacing
many natives from
their homeland
and lives of
many

people.
Moving further back into the exhibit,
time flies forward as patrons are thrown
into late 1800s and early 1900s of history. Tales of Asian immigrants working the
railroads, natives being displaced again and the
creation of modern America are just some of the
tales to see.
From there, it moves into World War II and the preinternet era. Pictures, letters and artifacts told the stories

of millions as the world was torn asunder by war. One
might expect this to be the end of the exhibit, but something odd catches the eyes of patrons. On the wall, there
are pairs of shoes owned by people in Ellensburg and the
nearby community.
“In my shoes is the companion exhibit that shows the
smaller journeys people in Ellensburg have taken,” said
Hope Amason, lecturer of Anthropology and Museum
Studies. “It allows us to address journey stories that intertwine with Ellensburg.”
All along this wall, one can see the many stories that
people have taken. For being such a small place, there
are many big stories from the people in the Ellensburg
community. Rezvanye Hermann had a pair of nice dress
shoes to represent her journey she undertook to get to
America from Iran.
Leigh Harris had a pair of tennis shoes she used to
wear to show the journey that she undertook
while she was homeless. There are even a few
pairs of shoes to represent the unique
journeys that Central’s chimps have
taken in order to call this place
home.
The twin exhibits have
plenty to offer during
this once in a lifetime
experience.
The
exhibits
will be open until March 11. For
those who feel like
getting some free
food and drinks, the
Museum of Culture
and Environment will
be having an opening
celebration for the exhibit
on Feb. 2.

“Shout out to Hooky nation”

BY Christopher sparks

Staff Reporter

A new local band that blends hip-hop,
rock, and a little bit of reggae into one has
taken over Ellensburg. The Hooky’s are a
band of Central graduates and have been
making appearances all over town, infecting audiences with their clean music and
energetic performances.
“No matter what type of music you like,
we offer something that sounds good in so
many different ways,” said Josh Nguyen,
rapper/MC. “I can only explain our music as good music.”
Not many local bands can say they
have opened up for artists such as Too
Short and Allen Stone. The Hooky’s have
only been together for a total of seven
months and have accomplished
all of that and are striving for
more.
“The Allen Stone
crowd had a great
atmosphere,”
said Ben
Webb,
lead vocals.
T h e
Hooky’s,
which consists
of six members,
started playing together last summer.
The band’s front man
is Ben Webb, drummer
Ary Webb, guitarist Justin
Beasley, rapper Josh Nguyen,
bass player Colin Kahler, and
Corbin Webb as their future back
up guitarist. He played with them
when they opened for Too Short.

They are managed by Galen Driver and
Rory Raiford.
“Without those guys, I don’t know
where we would be,” Ben said.
Last summer they skipped class,
ditched work, wrote music and did covers
of different songs. The band members are
spread out through Washington and Oregon, so some of them had to do a little
traveling. The truancy of the group became so frequent they came up with their
name, The Hooky’s.
Their first show as a band was at
Pounders, located above The Palace on
Main. Soon after, they opened for Too
Short and Allen Stone at Raw Space.
“I liked the Too Short show,
but playing with Allen Stone was
huge,” Ben Said. “He has crazy range in his voice, and I’m
impressed with his music.”
The Hooky’s have
found success in a
short time period.
In September of
2011
during
their
“Break
Even Tour,”
a ten-show
tour they
played

throughout Washington and Oregon,
they participated in
a Battle of the bands in
Portland. The competition
had a total of 75 different bands.
“It was a cool experience,” Ben
said. “We gained a lot of connections
down there.”

photos courtesy of the hooky’s

The Hooky’s battled their way through
tough competition in the first and second
rounds making it the championship round.
“It was a good experience,” Nguyen
said. “We didn’t have a fan base in that
area.”
Unfortunately, the band came up
short by 14 votes and ended up taking
second place. The voting was so close that
the band received additional prizes even
though they took second.
“The band we lost to have been together for seven years,” Ben said. “For us to
come in and almost beat them says a lot
about our band.”
Each of the band members has had experience in hip-hop and rock. The band

is influenced by artists Michael Jackson,
Jay- Z, Bob Marley, Kings of Leon, The
Black Keys, and Kanye West. They hope
to bring something unique that people
haven’t heard.
“We all bring something to the table,”
Ben said “You need to be different. You
need to have that different sound.”
In the future, the band hopes to be
touring, with a new album and a record
contract. But for now they enjoy making
their music and performing it for their
fans.
“We love our fans, we love kickin’ it
with our fans,” Ben said. “We wouldn’t
be s*** without them. Shout out to Hooky
Nation.”
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Gotta love free food Central takes
Campus dine and tote offers a delicious deal
BY GRACE BLANCHARD

Staff Reporter

Central Washington University’s Wellness Center is sponsoring the innovative
Dine and Tote dinner get-together for
students, which
means free food!
The night will
mark the grand
opening of the
latest fun way
to spend time
with
friends
while cooking de- licious food. It will take
place Feb. 2 from 4:30 - 7:30 p.m. in Michaelson Hall.
Gail Farmer, director of the Wellness
Center, outlined why they wanted to sponsor Dine and Tote. It is simply to give others an opportunity to have a good time.
While free food, a high-quality night, and
leftovers are included, the main perk is
meeting people in a fresh way.
“It’s about being social,” Farmer said.
Before getting set up to do the activity,
students were sent an e-card to get information as to whether or not anyone would
like to gather and cook together. As responses came in, the answer was clear. Yes.
From that point, Rebecca Pearson of
the School and Public Health Department
worked hard to make it happen.
Pearson is engaged with a similar group
in
Ellensburg,
but wanted to see
one done on
campus. She
researched
a great deal,
and tried to get
ideas from other
colleges, but couldn’t ﬁnd one that was
offering an activity like Dine and Tote.

P

S

That being the case, she and others who
provided input, had to start from scratch.
People from different departments and
focus groups helped see it through.
Currently, 22 people are signed up
for the ﬁrst session. The menu includes
an entrée, side
dish, and dessert.
The plan is
to make baked
pasta
with
stuffed shells
and marinara
sauce, greens
cooked
and
baked with
parmesan cheese,
and dessert, which
is a tray of raspberry cookie bars.
Pearson agrees with Farmer that Dine
and Tote is about having fun and socializing. Pearson expressed one beneﬁt to
cooking, which is to learn a resourceful
skill. Cooking can open a whole new
world of creativity. One goal is for students to learn to appreciate this
experience in the
future.
A newcomer to
cooking
might say, as
Pearson put
it,
“I’m a smart person. I can play with
this.”
The sponsors and people responsible
for organizing Dine and Tote plan to
host this occasion three more times this
quarter. The aim is for about 20 participants each time.
Because of the Wellness Center staff
and the efforts of Pearson, students can
have fun and enjoy themselves in an original and cool way.

�O
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heart for
Kayla Burt

BY DESSA BOYLE

Staff Reporter

It was 2002 when Kayla Burt, a then
20-year-old sophomore and starting
guard for the University of Washington
Woman’s basketball team, suffered an undiagnosed cardiac arrest that almost took
her life.
At a low key New Years Eve get together with her teammates, Burt was
headed to bed shortly before everyone
would be ringing in 2003, when she felt
dizzy and hit the ﬂoor face down. Burt,
a healthy and very active woman, had
just suffered a cardiac arrest without any
symptoms prior to the incident that could
possibly give way to this traumatic event.
Unfortunately, after that event, Burt had
to retire from her basketball career.
After graduating in 2006, Burt went
on to coach for one year, served as an
EMT and now works at the Hope Heart
Institute, a research institute in Washington that has been around for more than
50 years.
Burt works speciﬁcally with the “Athletes Take Heart” aspect of the foundation. She travels to different schools
around the Northwest, sharing her story
and creating awareness of heart disease,
cardiac arrest, CPR and automatic ex-

PHOTO COURTESY OF KAYLA BURT

ternal deﬁbrillators, which Burt now uses
after her cardiac arrest.
Burt will be visiting Central Washington University’s campus Feb. 7 to share
her story and create awareness.
“Heart disease is the number one killer
in our country,” Burt said.
Her goal in visiting schools is to raise
awareness of this issue and explain to people what to do if anyone was ever to ﬁnd
themselves in a situation similar to Burt’s
teammates on that fateful New Years Eve.
“A lot of this stuff is preventable,” Burt
said.
There are speciﬁc lifestyle choices that
people can make to lessen their chances of
heart disease.
“Don’t smoke, don’t eat junk food everyday,” Burt said.
Burt has an internal strength about her
that is very apparent. It is clear she has not
let this hurdle compromise any aspect of
her life, including her love for being active
and basketball.

making brighter smiles one at a time

Sunrise dental

FREE
$300 Teeth

Whitening
And

Electric
Toothbrush
WHEN YOU MENTION
THIS AD

Meet your dentist today
(509) 790-0080
For our Patients without Insurance

We Offer a $99 Special

Including X-Rays, Oral Exam, & Treatment Plan

306 S. Main Street, Suite 1
Ellensburg, WA 98926

Brand New State-of-the-Art
office & Friendly Staff
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Starlight star bright
BY MENDE SMITH

Assistant Scene Editor

Doris Morgan was born in Ellensburg
just a few blocks from where her upscale
martini bar has ﬂourished for 10 years.
It was in the front bar of the Starlight
Lounge where she sat, drinking her coffee.
Coffee in the afternoon, she said, wakes
her up for the second half of the day.
Morgan’s eyes are bright blue and her
nails are opalescent. Her leopard-print
jacket and dark brown boots easily camouﬂage her against the high-backed booth
and the red bricks of the downtown bar
highlight the strawberry blonde in her
hair. The Starlight is truly an extension of
Morgan, an appendage of her own design.
“I had thought about it for years, and
I just felt that there was a niche in Ellensburg for a fairly upscale martini cigar
bar—we did have a cigar bar in the back
before the ban, the cigarette ban,” Morgan said.
The locations previous owners left
a mess when their rundown pub ﬁnally
closed its doors in 2002. Morgan had to
gut the place out and start over, spending
three months renovating and restoring every corner, painted wall and hinge.
“We opened in November of ’02, and
it has been everyone’s favorite place since
then,” Morgan said. “We serve two separate genres [at the Starlight] early happy
hour is like 40s, 50s, 60s and up, and then

to every interviewer, it is not for public relate night is the younger college kids.”
cord. She did not deny that her opporMorgan had been retired for 13 years
tunity was fortunate.
prior to opening the bar. Like
Before Morgan ﬁrst
many women of her age,
opened her business, she
retirement can be an
traveled a little and afuneventful
pursuit.
ter only a short time
Morgan retired from
living in Seattle
her job at Central
she had just
and rediscovered
enough
time
herself as a busiaway from her
ness owner in
home.
the community
“The wathat she says, is
terfront was
closest to her
beautiful,
heart.
after
three
One can
months, you
blame it on
know, it was
a turn of fate
nice—but
rags-to-riches
it was just a
tale of early
couple hours
retirement and
away if I wantthe
boredom
ed to visit there,
that ensued, ultiso I moved back,”
mately leading her
Morgan said.
to business ownerOnce the renovaship in her late 40s.
tion of the old pub beMorgan
explained
gan, she knew that she had
that she prefers to leave
made the right decision.
some mystery saying, her investWhere
two
ments had really
MENDE SMITH/OBSERVER
coin-operated pool
paid off. Morgan
tables stood in the
is the sole owner
STAR STRUCK Doris Morgan shines
of the bar and says brightly as the owner of the Starlight. One narrow space of the
front bar, a dozen
that though her of Ellensburg’s upscale night spots.
custom-made taluck is a curiosity

Dear OBSERVER,
I would like to take a moment of your time and
tell you about 2 of your staff...
One afternoon in October a young lady named
Jenna came in to talk to me about advertising in
The Observer. We spoke for a while and she
convinced me to take out an ad; she then
connected me with a young lady named Emily,
who designed my ad.
After everything was said & done, I was extremely
pleased with the outcome. I feel the ad did
everything I wanted it to do and more. It
definitely increased the number of college
students shopping in my store.
These 2 young ladies did an
OUTSTANDING job for me
and I just felt you needed
to know.
Sincerely,

Rhoda Simpson
Me & the Girls

THANK YOU

OBSERVER STAFF!

bles and chairs now stand. On the south
wall, where the pool cues once hung, a
ﬂat screen TV ﬂickers a ﬁreplace scene,
tucked behind spans the dining room—its
twin in the foyer.
The pool-hall vibes echoed the old
Bostonian ﬂavor that Morgan had ﬁrst
hoped to create, but the popularity of the
Starlight had reached capacity night after
night and taking the two tables out made
room for additional seating.
“We have been so lucky, you know,
from the very start,” Morgan said. “Having loyal customers and guests who have
kept coming back—through the recession,
through the ups and downs, they have
been loyal, my regulars—my regulars are
the bread and butter of the Starlight.”
Morgan said that she travels to the west
side and it tickles her that people over the
mountains have heard of her place. It was
fortunate, she says, that her vision for the
small town city bar was so well received.
The Starlight is the only bar of its kind
in Ellensburg, and hopes to remain the
gem of the city’s crown for many years to
come.

Daily Happy Hour is 3 to 7p.m. and 10
p.m. to 2 a.m. Additional nightly drink
specials starting at 9 p.m.—Friday and
Saturday $2 shots. Gift Card Giveaways on
Wednesdays and Fridays.

Now building
a pool of
applicants
for
Advertising Sales
positions
with

Make $10/15/20 an Hour!
If Interested,
Please E-Mail your
Cover Letter and Resume
to Kristin Gaskill at
gaskillK@cwu.edu

No Phone Calls Please!
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Wildcats freeze Fairbanks, melted by Anchorage
BY ALEXANDRA SHERK

CWU vs. UA

Staff Reporter

A second chance
On Saturday, Jan. 28, the outcome
was much different than Thursday, as
Central’s 82-65 loss against University
of Alaska Anchorage left them falling to
4-7 in the GNAC. The Wildcats were still
missing centerpiece Kevin Davis.
The Seawolves were not an easy rival as
they are now ranked 25th in the country,
and improved to 9-2 in conference play.
Anchorage opened up the game with a 7-0
run leaving Central to ﬁght hard early on
to have a chance in this game.

Wildcats 74,
Nanooks 69

CWU vs. UAA
Seawolves 82,
Wildcats 65

Saturday: Central
(10-9, 4-7 GNAC) vs.
Northwest Nazarene
University (10-9, 4-7),
7 p.m.

SETH LOMBORG/OBSERVER

OTTER POP Sophomore point guard
Lacy Haddock goes for the deuce against
University of Alaska Anchorage. Haddock
scored 14 points in his second consecutive game playing all 40 minutes.

SETH LOMBORG/OBSERVER

THREESAINT Senior shooting guard Toussaint Tyler goes up for the rare two
against University of Alaska in Thursday night’s win. Tyler finished with 15 points.

in the second half.
The Wildcats did
Tyler
scored
put together a 16-6
a team-high 22
We had to pick our poison, points on 7 of 14
run to take a two-point
did
we
want to give up three’s shooting, knocklead for their ﬁrst of
the game. It also hap- or did we want to give up in- ing down three
pened to be Central’s
on the
side, and everyone thought 3-pointers
only lead of the night
night, and was 5
midway through the we should double down. They for 9 from the free
ﬁrst half. The Wildcats do a nice job of exposing your throw line.
would break down de“[Tyler] did a
weaknesses.
fensively as Alaska’s
nice job, he didn’t
momentum left them
force stuff, he didn’t
with a 16-7 scurry,
take bad shots,
-GREG SPARLING
holding a seven-point
and he went at it,”
Head Coach
halftime lead.
Sparling said. “But
“We had to pick
if we are going to
our poison, did we want to give up three’s beat teams like that we need all 11 of us
or did we want to give up inside, and ev- on the roster on the same page.”
eryone thought we should double down,”
Haddock had a total of 14 points on 5
Sparling said. “They do a nice job of ex- of 13 shooting, was a perfect 4 for 4 from
posing your weaknesses.”
the free throw line, and again played all 40
The second half was all Anchorage as minutes of the game for the Wildcats.
the Seawolves shot 66.7 percent, leading
While Central’s night offensively did
by as many as 19 points throughout the not show on the scoreboard at the end of
second half.
the night, the Wildcats did shoot 52 perAnchorage’s center, Taylor Rohde cent from the ﬁeld, but lost the battle on
scored a game-high 31 points, 25 coming the boards 34 to 22.

“

“

Despite not having sophomore Kevin
Davis due to an ankle injury in the ﬁrst
half, Central won the battle on the court
against a tough shooting team, University of Alaska Fairbanks, Jan. 26, 74-69 at
Nicholson Pavilion.
Central is now 4-6 in the Great Northwest Athletic Conference (GNAC) and
10-8 overall, another loss for Fairbanks
leaves them falling to 1-9 in conference
play.
“Glad we got
the W, we made
some shots, got a
couple stops, we
could have executed a little better in
the last minute of
the game but for
the most part we
won the game,”
ROBY CLYDE
Head Coach Greg
Senior forward/center Sparling said.
The game was
close throughout as Central went into the
locker room up by three at the half. Central led by as many as seven points in the
second half and with the Nanooks sharpshooting, the game was tied at 60 after a
three-pointer by Fairbanks with ﬁve minutes left in the game.
Wildcats didn’t let up as senior Roby
Clyde hit a jump shot only seconds after
the tie. Clyde went on to score eight more
points and Central took the ﬁve-point
win to improve to a sixth place tie in the
GNAC. All of Clyde’s season-high 13
points came in the second half.
“We didn’t put as many points on the
board as we normally do and I bet if we
go back to the tape we will see that a lot of
them were in and out,” Sparling said.
Senior Jody Johnson continued to shine
as he ended up with 17 points on 6 of 11
shooting and snagged 8 boards. Sophomore Lacy Haddock was 7 for 16 shooting and played all 40 minutes of the game.
Haddock ended up with a team-high 18
points, but didn’t do it alone as senior
Toussaint Tyler chipped in 15 points.
“A win in this league is always a good
thing, we obviously have some things we
need to work on,” Johnson said. “We just
have to work on pushing the ball, especially with Anchorage coming up.”
The Wildcats shot 43.8 percent to Alaska’s 46.6 percent.
“We took a couple questionable shots
but we took a lot of shots that were in and
out,” Sparling said.
Both teams came up with 34 rebounds
but Central won the battle at the free
throw line, outscoring the Nanooks by ﬁve,
which ultimately, was the winning margin
of the game.
“Its huge, its absolutely huge,” Sparling
said. “To get any win in this GNAC is a
big night for us. At the end of the day from
top to bottom the GNAC is solid, and especially on our ﬂoor.”

SETH LOMBORG/OBSERVER

MISSED OPPORTUNITIES Sophomore center Kevin Davis misses a dunk
against University of Alaska. Davis left
the game early in the first half with an
ankle injury.

The Wildcats will hit the road for their
game against Northwest Nazarene on Feb.
4. The game starts at 7 p.m., Mountain
Standard Time.
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Ballin’ abroad: Philipp Lieser
BY SCOTT HERMAN

Staff Reporter

PHOTO COURTESY OF PHILIPP LEISER

BANG OUT Lieser dunks over an opponent in a basketball game overseas in
Germany.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PHILIPP LEISER

CAT SCRATCH Lieser puts up a shot
against an SPU defender. Lieser finished
with 3 points off the bench in limited action against the Falcons.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PHILIPP LEISER

EURO-STEP Lieser drives past two defenders in a game with his German club
team. When Lieser played in Germany from 2009-2010 he came off the bench and
averaged 64 percent shooting from the field.

ing decision to move to a new country.
like support system he needed to ﬂourish
The initial culture shock Lieser experi- in a foreign country.
enced was more than he had anticipated.
“I thought our guys did a nice job em“Everything was
bracing him last
different. You really
year and making
think that coming
I thought our guys did a him a part of our
from a western culSparling
nice job embracing him last family,”
ture it wouldn’t be
said.
year and making him a part of
that big of a differLieser’s likable
ence,” Lieser said.
personality
and
our family.
“But a lot of things
family in Seattle
-GREG SPARLING
were very differmade the transient.”
tion of moving
Head Coach
The
people
to America from
acted different, the
Germany much
customs were strange and to his greatest smoother than it could have been, but he
detriment, the foods were also new.
admits that the biggest adjustments he has
“The number one thing I miss is the to make were the little culturally different
food,” Lieser said. “I keep telling people things.
back home to send me a döner, but noOnce, when told to meet on the ﬁrst
body does, it’s not like you can send one ﬂoor of the library for a team study
sesof those.”
sion, Lieser went to the second ﬂoor and
A döner kebab is a sandwich that con- waited there patiently for 15 minutes until
sists of lamb and fresh vegetables, Ameri- his coach texted him wondering where he
cans know it as a gyro, but according to was. Lieser replied that he was waiting for
Lieser, it tastes better when it’s prepared everyone on the ﬁrst ﬂoor, or at least back
using the German method of cutting the home he would have been.
meat off a rotating spit.
In Germany, when you walk in the
The tiny things like missing his favorite front door of a building, the ﬂoor in front
food made the transition to American life of is referred to as the ground ﬂoor, and
much more difﬁcult.
the ﬁrst ﬂoor is the next one up.
“After a couple months here I started
Misunderstandings aside, Lieser has
really missing home. At ﬁrst I missed all grown to love Central and although he
my friends,” Lieser said. “I really, really comes from the largest city in Germany,
missed my family.”
he has found comfort in knowing where
Developing close friendships with everything is in Ellensburg. That, and the
teammates provided him with the family- friends he has met here have allowed him

“

“

College is the ﬁrst time that many students live on their own away from home.
When it has been too long since students
have seen family, friends, or maybe a beloved pet, they get homesick.
Imagine the yearning for home cooked
food that basketball player Philipp Lieser
must have felt during his ﬁrst year living
in Ellensburg, approximately 5,000 miles
from his hometown of Berlin, Germany.
The sophomore left everything he knew
back home to spend the past two years
abroad at Central Washington to play the
sport he loves.
The 22-year-old stands at 6 feet 4 inches and looks every bit the basketball player
with his practice sweats and headphones
dropped around his neck. He speaks English without even a hint of an accent.
Most would have a hard time believing he has only been in the States for two
years. The only visual hint of his heritage
is the logo stitched on his gray sweatshirt,
the name of a German basketball club he
played for back home.
When given the opportunity, Lieser
talks eagerly about home and his growing appreciation for his host country that
shares the love of his favorite sport.
Germany is a soccer country foremost.
Like many other German youngsters,
Lieser played soccer until the age of 11,
when a strict soccer club system forced
him to choose between soccer and his love
of basketball.
More concerned about doing what he
loved than rigorous soccer training, Lieser
chose basketball. When he became good
enough, he was recruited to play at an
academy where he could focus solely on
the hardwood.
Lieser’s path to Ellensburg began when
a former Central player saw him play at
a tournament in Germany. The former
player then tipped off Central men’s basketball Head Coach Greg Sparling about
the young man’s talents. Sparling viewed a
tape of Lieser’s play overseas. Wanting to
see more, Sparling invited him to a tryout
on campus.
Lieser’s family has strong Seattle roots.
His dad, who attended Central, encouraged him and gave him a chance to take
the trip to Ellensburg.
After impressing the coaching staff
enough to receive a scholarship offer, he
committed to play and made the life-alter-

to feel more at home. Making new friends
has made his journey much more memorable.
“I feel everything’s better with people
you like to have around you,” Lieser said.
Jody Johnson, senior forward, believes
that Lieser’s drive to improve will help him
develop into a key player for Central over
the next two years.
As a close friend of the sophomore,
Johnson noted that Lieser has certain personality traits that can help him overcome
any cultural boundary.
“Phil is all about fun and games outside
of school and basketball,” Johnson said.
“He’s always full of laughter.”
Although his home and ﬁrst love will
always be Germany, Philipp Lieser will
forever retain the memories he has made
playing ball in the United States for which
he is thankful.
“I am super grateful to have this opportunity to play here,” Lieser said. “Just
super grateful.”

University recreation is hosting
the Groundhog Day 5k/10k
Buddy Run on Thursday, Feb. 2,
from 2 - 4:30 p.m.
The race will be held on the
Recreation Center jogging
track. The cost is $10 per team.
For more information contact
University Recreation: 509963-3511 or scotter@cwu.edu

sports
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Hockey rolls through their competition Rugby
falls to
#1 BYU

BY SANTOS HERRERA

Staff Reporter

Ron Breckon and his fellow roller hockey buddies get together every Wednesday
and Sunday evening from 5:30 p.m. to 8
p.m. at the Ellensburg Racquet and Recreation Center to play what Breckon calls
box of marbles hockey. A phrase he came
up with to describe the game play, especially when kids play the game.
“You tip a box and all the marbles
run to the corner,” Breckon said. “It’s the
same. Wherever the puck is, that’s where
the kids tend to go.”
It’s all just drop-in hockey. No championship, no team names, and no problems.
Anyone that has a pair of roller blades can
stop by and give it a shot. The skill level
varies as well as the ages. Skills run from
beginner to advanced and ages from 19
years old to early 60s. Teams are formed
just like on the schoolyard, only a little
more fairly. The group tries to make even
teams so that one team doesn’t dominate
and everyone has fun. The game was on
between light colored shirts and dark colored shirts.
“The group has extra sticks and pads
too for those who aren’t fully equipped,”
said Jonathan Belford, Central alum.
Belford was born and raised in Ellensburg and was a member of the Windy
City Wings. A team that he and some
childhood friends started. With the help
of their parents, the 10 year olds challenged teams in Yakima.
According to Belford, his team only
had five players, one less than what was
needed to play. The opposing team had
over double the number of players than
the Windy City Wings and wouldn’t lend
them any substitutes. Ironically, the Windy
City Wings dominated with a brutal score
of 13-1. Belford left that game with three
hat tricks.
In hockey, a hat trick is a total of three
goals. Therefore, Belford’s total for the
game was nine goals. In the National
Hockey League, if anyone gets a hat trick,

BY EVAN THOMPSON

Senior Reporter

leah sheperd/observer

ROLL BOUNCE A member of the roller hockey club looks for a teammate to pass
the ball to.

fans will throw their hats onto the ice,
hence, the name. However, it is very difficult to do in the big leagues.
Now, Belford still enjoys playing roller
hockey alongside friends such as Kelli
Spaulding. Spaulding, a former Central
softball player and now an assistant coach
for the softball team, also enjoys rolling
with the pack. Spaulding is currently the
only female player but says that she doesn’t
mind it at all because the group accommodates to every skill level. Spaulding also
stated that there was another female player but that she moved away. Spaulding
said that she comes back week after week
simply because she likes the sport and it
gives her something to do.
There are also other community members that join in on the fun. Taylor Dawson, the youngest player of the bunch, has

been attending these bi-weekly pick-up
games since he was 12. Now, 19, he says
that just about all of the players have been
there since he started.
“Some of us old timers have been here
12 years,” said Troy Redberg, a community member and fellow player.
Redberg also said that his sons and
nephew played for a while until they went
off to school.
“It’s really something special when a
dad can do something like this with his
kids,” Redberg said.
It is rare to see a group of people of all
ages get together outside of school and enjoy a game. All in all, as a collective whole,
the roller hockey players can agree on two
simple things: they are all there to have fun
and that they would all love to see a bigger
turn-out in the near future.

Women’s basketball gets swept in Alaska
BY CHACe DAV Y

Staff Reporter

The women’s basketball team took a
road trip to Alaska this week, in which
they beat Fairbanks 94-72 and lost to Alaska Anchorage 80-48.
The Wildcats started out strong and
after a see-saw battle,
CWU was able to take
control and take a 3325 lead with four minutes left.
“I thought we did
good on defense,”
Shawn Nelson, head
women’s
basketball
coach, said. “They
KELSI JACOBSON
had to take a lot of
Sophomore guard
tough shots.”
The Wildcats continued to pour on points in the first half
and when play expired Central had a 15
point lead.
“We scored a lot of points on the
break,” Nelson said.
The Wildcats scored 22 points off the
fast break.
In the first minute of the second half,
the Wildcats were up by 22 points, and
never looked back. Alaska Fairbanks was
unable to get within 20 points the rest of
the game.
The Wildcats were able to capitalize
on poor Nanooks defense, scoring 50 of

their 94 points in the paint. Offensive rebounds played an important role in the
Wildcats win over the Nanooks, scoring
23 second chance points to the Nanooks
5. The Wildcats shared the ball well, with
four players scoring over 15 points.
The Wildcats were not so lucky in their
trip to Anchorage, where they played the
12th ranked Seawolves.
“What happened to us was a nightmare,” Nelson said.
After being up 5-3 in the first minute
of the game, the Wildcats were unable to
score for the next eight minutes.
“We missed three point-blank layups in
a row early, and when that happened we
got tight,” Nelson said. “[The Seawolves]
took advantage.”
The Seawolves tripled CWU’s score by
the end of the first half, outscoring Central by a score of 48-16.
“[The Seawolves] were so physical in
the first half, we weren’t ready for it,” Nelson said.
Nelson had trouble trying to prepare
his Wildcats for a team like Alaska Anchorage
“It’s hard to get a realistic look at a
team like that because we don’t have
depth,” Nelson said. “And that’s something we have to address in recruiting for
next year.”
Nelson told his players at halftime to go
out there and win the second half of the
game. Both teams scored 32 points in the

second half.
Sophomore Kelsi Jacobson, who scored
7 points in the game, says that her team
needs to improve on defense to finish the
season strong.
“We need to keep their score low,” Jacobson said. “We score enough points to
win, but we still need to keep their score
low.”
The playoffs are still a possibility for the
Wildcats, who are 6-12 overall, and 3-8
in Great Northwest Athletic Conference
(GNAC) play.
“There’s been a couple upsets of top
teams,” Nelson said.
One of the team’s problems this season
has been finishing.
“There’s been at least three or four
games that we lost a lead If we learn how
to finish games, we should be in the top
four or five in the conference.” Nelson
said. “They changed the playoff format
on us from eight teams to six, so we knew
it would be hard for us to get in the playoffs.”
As it stands, the Wildcats are eighth in
the conference, four games behind sixth
place Northwest Nazarene.
The Wildcats come home for a string
of four games, all against teams ahead of
them in GNAC. Central plays Northwest
Nazarene on Saturday and Montana State
Billings on Thursday, Feb. 9th. Winning
both games would put the Wildcats a step
closer to making the conference playoffs.

It was evident in Central’s latest rugby
match that the top ranked team in the nation was Brigham-Young University. The
Cougars, who finished as national runnerups last year, blasted the Wildcats 76-7
by scoring seven tries in the first half and
only allowed Central to score one try in
the second.
BYU’s All-American junior center Seki
Kofe made his presence felt by scoring
three of his team’s 12 total tries, while also
making an impact on defense. The loss is
the second of Central’s season.
“Motivationally probably it didn’t help
us out to start off the season playing the
two top team’s we’ll play this whole entire
season.” said Jacob Bates, junior physics
and civil engineering.
The Wildcat’s game against Oregon
State was cancelled because of severe
weather conditions, which Bates didn’t
think affected the team very much but
caused them to miss out on an opportunity to scale their strong suits against a team
more suitable to play.
Central squared off against the Cougars at Magnusson Park in Seattle and the
Cougars started off fast by scoring a try in
the fifth minute of play.
The Wildcats stopped their conversion
try but couldn’t stop the Cougars from
scoring again in the 12th minute. BYU’s
next three tries were within the next 11
minutes of each other and then in the
31st minute Kofe capitalized off of a
Central turnover close to their own goal
line by scooping up the ball after a tackle
and running in for an easy score. Another
BYU score in the 38th minute before halftime, making the score a devastating 47-0.
“They just have a lot of committed
athletes,” Bates said. “It all just comes
down to experience with the game, the
knowledge of the game, the dedication
and how much time you’re willing to put
into it and everything.”
After halftime, the Wildcats finally got
on the board by a long scampering run by
All-American Tim Stanfill, who ran for
almost 90 meters for the score and a successful conversion by Matt Lobe put the
score at 47-7, but that was just about the
only significant highlight for Central for
the rest of the match.
Bates believes the Wildcats game plan
needs to be improved.
“We need to work on our game plan,”
Bates said. “We haven’t really had a lot of
time this quarter to figure out everything
especially with all of our new guys starting.”
Central’s team is young with several
underclassmen starters, and Bates believes
they will grow as better players with more
game time experience under their belts.
Tanner Barnes and Tyler Coffman are
two players he thought stood out during
the match because of their tackling abilities, and others have stood out to him during their two games as well. Bates is excited for the Wildcats upcoming games to
get back on track and improve their play.
“I’m looking forward for us keeping
the ball and having structured rugby,”
Bates said. “Right now were playing kind
of frantic, doing things and not really
communicating as much as we should but
as long as we keep practicing hard and are
committed we should be able to meet our
goal.”
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Wildcats shine at the UW Invitational meet

BY RANDY RA JKOVICH

Staff Reporter

A total of eight Wildcat student athletes
competed at the University of Washington
(UW) Invitational at Dempsey indoor Saturday, Jan. 28. The group of Central athletes fared exceptionally well against some
of the top NCAA Division I athletes, with
half of the group setting new season’s best
marks. Many of the Wildcat athletes were
returning to Seattle, having competed at
the UW Indoor Preview two weeks prior.
The Wildcats were able to ﬂy high in
the UW Invitational jumping events.
Junior Brennan Boyes was one of the
four athletes to improve on their personal
bests, and with a high jump over 6 feet,
8.75 inches, he was able to ﬁnish tied for
ﬁfth-place out of 21 other competitors.
Boyes’ high jump broke his previous season’s best of 6 feet, 7.5 inches.
High jumper Lewis Meyers, junior, had
his best jump of the competition with a
recorded leap of 6 feet, 4.75 inches.
Junior Manny Melo also participated
and jumped 22 feet, 9.75 inches. That
mark was just two feet short of his season’s
best in the long jump competition.
“As a team we did OK, we had some
good throws and jumps,” Scott Morrison,
junior sprinter, said.
The lady Wildcats also had a good day
of competition setting new season’s best
marks as well.
Senior Kati Davis’ pole vault cleared
12 feet and a half inch, beating her previ-

KATHARINE LOTZE/OBSERVER

MACK CITY Senior Bryan Mack competes in the 60 meter dash. Mack finished sixth in finals with a time of 6.99 seconds.

ous season’s best by nine inches. Her mark
was good enough to meet a NCAA Division II provisional qualifying standard.
“It’s early in the season and we did
some good work,” Davis said. “It gives
good experience early in the season competing against Division I athletes and it
pushes you.”
Junior Katharine Lotze had a triple
jump of 38 feet, 2 inches, nearly half a
foot more than her jump a couple weeks
ago. Her jump also hit a Division II national qualifying mark.
The Wildcats also did fairly well on the
track against tough Division I athletes.

TOBACCO ALLEY EAST
ALL NATURAL TABACCO BLENDS
ROLL YOUR OWN

SINGLE PACK $3.99
1/2 CARTON $15.29

SMOKES USING OUR
ROLLING MACHINE

OR BUY YOUR
OWN MACHINE TO
TAKE HOME TODAY

1 CARTON

ONLY $24.49

7 DAYS A WEEK 9AM-7PM

NOW OPEN!
(509) 925-4500 306 S. MAIN ST. SUITE 2

INTERESTED IN
COMMUNICATIONS?
JOURNALISM PUBLIC RELATIONS TELEVISION PRODUCTION
THE OBSERVER NEWSPAPER

WWW.CWUOBSERVER.COM
Contact Professor Toby Staab at staabt@cwu.edu for more info

THE PULSE MAGZINE

HTTP://ISSUU.COM/CWUPULSE
Contact Professor Jennifer Green at jgreen@cwu.edu for more info

NEWSWATCH

CABLE CHANNEL 2, CWU TV 14
Contact Professor Bob Fordan at fordanr@cwu.edu for more info

CHECK EM’ OUT TODAY!

Senior Bryan Mack came back to
Seattle looking to continue his great start
to the season in the 60-meter dash. After
posting a fourth place ﬁnish of 6.97 seconds in the preliminary round, just a few
split seconds off his season’s best 6.95 seconds. Mack took sixth place in the ﬁnals
with a time of 6.99 seconds.
“It was good to run against some higher
competition, there were some fast people,”
Mack said. “We are just trying to get some
work done and improve.”
Central Washington Track and Field
has another weekend of competitions this
weekend. The Wildcats will be sending a

Junior high jumper Brennan
Boyes won Great Northwest
Athletic Conference (GNAC) male
athlete of the week for indoor
track and field.
full squad to the University of Idaho. The
Vandal Indoor, taking place Friday, Feb. 3,
and the Runner’s Soul Open will be Saturday, Feb. 4 at the Kibbie Dome in Moscow, Idaho.

